Education and Training
Forever GI Bill - Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act
The President signed into law the Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act also known as the “Forever GI Bill,” which will bring significant changes to Veterans education benefits. The law is named after the American Legion national commander who wrote the original GI Bill language in 1944, and will allow more Veterans to use the GI Bill and more time to use it. Some of the changes will go into effect immediately, and some are written to go into effect shortly after.
Some new provisions that go into effect immediately include:
· The 15-year time limitation for using Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits is eliminated for Veterans who left active duty on or after January 1, 2013, and qualifying dependents (Fry children who became eligible on or after January 1, 2013 and all Fry spouses).
· Reservists who had eligibility under the Reserve Educational Assistance Program (REAP) and lost it due to the program sunset provision will have that service credited toward the Post-9/11 GI Bill program.
· Certain work-study is permanently authorized; previously it had to be re-approved by Congress every few years.
· The VetSuccess on Campus program will be available to students across the country
· VA will help Veterans to more clearly identify schools that offer them priority enrollment
The majority of the changes enhance or expand education benefits for Veterans, Servicemembers, Families and Survivors.  Simple breakdowns to a portion of the provisions can be found here. 
Resources
· See communications on the Forever GI Bill.
· Take advantage of your local Veterans Service Officers to help you navigate the new information. 
· Join the conversation on our Facebook page or follow us on Twitter.
· Announcements will be made on our GI Bill homepage.
· As always, our Education Call Center is available at 1-888-442-4551 (Monday – Friday, 7 a.m. – 6 p.m. CST) for any questions about GI Bill benefits.
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